

Adopted 1/23/07


Introduced by Council Members Jones, Alvarez, Brown, Clark, Copeland, Corrigan, Daniels, Davis, Fussell, Graham, Hyde, Jenkins, Johnson, Lockett-Felder, Ray, Self, Shad and Yates: 

RESOLUTION 2007-123-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND CONGRATULATING MADLEANE JOHNSON-SCOTT ON THE OCCASION OF HER 100TH BIRTHDAY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Madleane Johnson-Scott, the older of the last two survivors of the original Sweetwater Community Pioneers, was born on February 3, 1907, the sixth of eight children of George and Olive Kohn Johnson, in the community of Sweetwater, located in Jacksonville, Florida; As a child, because of her love and gift for playing the piano, she acquired the nickname of "Piner".  She loved playing kickball, softball, jump rope, hide and seek, and other types of games; and


WHEREAS, as a child she attended school at Bethel Baptist Church of Sweetwater, which was birthed out of Bethel Baptist Institutional Church located in downtown Jacksonville, where she was also a member of the church whose founding members included her father Deacon George Johnson and her uncle Harry Johnson; and


WHEREAS, Madleane, her mother and sisters provided laundry services to residents of “Popular Point”, now known as Historical Avondale and Riverside areas; and

WHEREAS, in 1921, she and her sister Alice, moved to live with their older sister, Idella and their Uncle Hosea in Lake Okeechobee, Florida; where she met Henry Scott, Sr., a Florida East Coast railroad worker from Ashepoo, South Carolina, and later married on April 4, 1924; and

WHEREAS, after returning to Sweetwater in 1926, Madleane and Henry Scott raised six children of their own, Arthur (deceased), Verdell(deceased), Henry Jr. (deceased), Herman, Isalene and James.   She assisted her mother, Olive, with raising her nieces, nephews and her deceased sisters children.  They supported their large family by owning and operating Scott’s Confectionery store; and


WHEREAS, in 1957, Madleane Johnson-Scott rededicated her life to Christ, and has been a long-time member of the Bethel Baptist Church of Sweetwater, actively participating in the Deaconess ministry.  She was a devoted Sunday school scholar, and rarely missed being in fellowship.  Her favorite scripture, “Trust in the Lord, with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.  In all thy ways, acknowledge him and he shall direct thy path.” Proverbs 3:5, 6; and

WHEREAS, she truly “lived in the house by the side of the road and was a friend to man”.  Madleane was a beacon to all that came in contact with her. She truly possessed and embraced all the qualities of a "saint" by opening her heart, pots, door and floor to many in time of need and trouble.  Her legacy will forever be remembered as a genuine "Statue of Liberty" to her family, relatives, friends and the Sweetwater community; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

That the City hereby honors and congratulates Madleane Johnson-Scott on the occasion of her 100th birthday, and wishes her many more years of health, happiness, and faith in the company of her loving family and church.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________  
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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